
e
n

d
 o

f h
is

 fo
u

r w
h

e
n

 h
e

 ro
d

e
 triu

m
p

h
a

n
t th

ro
u

g
h

 D
a

lla
s- 

F
rid

ay
, N

o
v
. 2

2
, 1

9
6
3
 d

aw
n
ed

 g
lo

o
m

y
 

an
d

 g
ray

 o
v

er th
e city

 o
f D

allas. A
 th

reat 
of rain

 h
u

n
g

 in
 th

e air. B
u

t at 1
0

:1
5

 a_
m

_
, 

w
ith

 ty
p

ical T
ex

as su
d

d
en

n
ess, th

e su
n

-
b
ro

k
e
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
 c

lo
u
d
s a

n
d
 th

e
 

g
ra

y 
m

elted
 aw

ay
. 

M
o
st p

eo
p
le b

reath
ed

 w
ith

 relief at th
e 

su
n
sh

in
e. T

o
d
ay

 w
as th

e d
ay

 th
e P

resid
en

t 
w

as com
ing. A

t 10:30 they began lining the 
streets alo

n
g
 w

h
ich

 P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n
 F

. K
en

-
nedy and his w

ife w
ould pass en route to the 

T
rad

e M
art, w

h
ere h

e w
o

u
ld

 m
ak

e h
is fin

al 
ap

p
earan

ce in
 th

e city
. 

B
efore the sun broke through, the P

resi-
d
en

t an
d
 M

rs. K
en

n
ed

y
 fin

ish
ed

 b
reak

fast 
at th

e H
o
tel T

ex
as in

 F
o
rt W

o
rth

 o
n
ly

 3
0
 

m
iles aw

ay
. F

o
llo

w
in

g
 a sch

ed
u
le tim

ed
 to

 
th

e
 se

c
o

n
d

, w
a
ite

rs w
h

isk
e
d

 th
e
 fin

a
l 

b
reak

fast cu
p

 o
f co

ffee aw
ay

 at 9
:0

4
 a.m

., 
and the P

resident left for C
arsw

ell A
ir F

orce 
B

ase. 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t w
o
re a reg

u
lar b

u
sin

ess 
su

it an
d
, as u

su
al, h

is h
ead

 w
as b

are allo
w

-
in

g
 th

e w
in

d
 to

 ru
m

p
le h

is h
air. M

rs. K
en

-
nedy w

ore one of the three outfits she bought 
fo

r th
e to

u
r, a b

rig
h

t p
in

k
 w

o
o

l su
it an

d
 a 

pink pillbox hat. 
In D

allas, harried w
aiters prepared places 

In
d

ep
en

d
en

t, P
ress-T

eleg
ra

m
 p

o
lice rep

o
rter 

B
ill H

u
n
ter, a

 n
a
tive o

f D
a
lla

s, w
a
s a

ssig
n
ed

 
to

 co
ver th

e sto
ry o

f P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y's a

s-
sa

ssin
a

tio
n

. H
e a

rrived
 th

ere h
o

u
rs a

fter th
e 

shooting, and gathered the inform
ation w

hich, 
in these stories, lends depth and atm

osphere to 
the co

ld
 fa

cts o
f m

u
rd

er. 
T

his special section designed and produced by 
B

ryan H
odgson. 

C
cvc,

 	
c
e

a
y
rio

b
t 1

4
6

3
 b

y
 In

d
e

rc
rrd

e
n

t P
ic

tu
re

 S
e

ry
ite

, In
c. 

O
th

e
r o

w
n

s b
y

 
A

sso
cia

te
d

 P
re

ss 

fo
r 2

,5
0
0
 d

in
ers in

v
ited

 to
 th

e m
illio

n
-

square-foot T
rade M

art w
here the luncheon 

w
as to

 b
e h

eld
, C

h
efs read

ied
 m

o
u

n
d

s o
f 

eight-ounce top sirloin steaks, one of w
hich 

w
ould be chosen at random

 for the P
reS

ident. 
(K

ennedy had received dispensation from
 

the C
atholic regulation regarding the eating 

o
f m

eat o
n
 F

rid
ay

.) 

L
O

N
G

 B
E

F
O

R
E

 the breakfast w
as started 

in F
ort W

orth, 350 picked D
allas policem

en, 
n

early
 a th

ird
 o

f th
e city

's fo
rce, to

o
k

 u
p

 
positions along the tw

isting m
otorcade route 

fro
m

 L
o

v
e
 F

ie
ld

 In
te

rn
a
tio

n
a
l A

irp
o

rt 
th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e b

u
stlin

g
 h

eart o
f th

e city
 to

 th
e 

T
rad

e M
art o

n
 th

e so
u

th
ern

 o
u

tsk
irts. 

T
h

ey
 jo

in
ed

 4
0

 state tro
o

p
ers, 1

5
 sh

er-
iffs an

d
 sco

res o
f S

ecret S
erv

ice ag
en

ts to
 

p
ro

v
id

e secu
rity

 fo
r th

e P
resid

en
t in

 a city
 

alread
y
 n

o
to

rio
u
s fo

r v
io

len
t acts u

p
o
n
 an

 
am

bassador. 
T

h
ese m

en
 d

id
 n

o
t ap

p
reciate th

e su
n

-
shine. T

he clear, crisp N
ovem

ber day m
eant 

th
at th

e h
ard

, cu
rv

ed
 p

lex
ig

lass b
u
b
b
le 

w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e p

laced
 o

v
er th

e P
resid

en
tial 

car. W
hile not bullet-proof, the bubble w

ould 
p

o
ssib

ly
 d

eflect a b
u

llet's p
ath

. P
resid

en
t 

Jo
h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 in

sisted
 a s
 a

n
 o

p
e
n
 c

a
r 

w
h
en

 th
e w

eath
er w

as as fin
e as it w

as 
th

is F
rid

ay
. 

L
ooking over their preparations, city and 

fed
eral o

fficials called
 th

em
 "th

e m
o

st 
elab

o
rate ev

er m
ad

e in
 D

allas." 
B

ut police prom
ised the car w

ould m
ove 

slo
w

ly
 "so

 fo
lk

s can
 g

et a g
o

o
d

 v
iew

" o
f 

th
e v

isito
rs. 

A
t 1

1
:3

7
 a.m

. th
e w

h
eels o

f th
e P

resi-
d

en
tial jet p

lan
e to

u
ch

ed
 d

o
w

n
 o

n
 th

e ru
n

-
w

ay
 at L

o
v

e F
ield

, an
d

 at 1
1

:5
0

 a.m
. M

rs. 
K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as g
iv

en
 a b

o
u
q
u
et o

f red
 ro

ses 
an

d
 after h

is cu
sto

m
ary

 h
an

d
sh

ak
es w

ith
 

spectators, P
resident K

ennedy clim
bed into 

• 
h

is car an
d

 th
e m

o
to

rcad
e stream

ed
 fro

m
 

th
e airp

o
rt. 

T
H

E
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
 sm

iled
 h

is fam
o
u
s 

sm
ile an

d
 w

av
ed

 h
ap

p
ily

 at th
e th

ro
n
g
s o

n
 

th
e streets. It w

as a ty
p

ical D
allas cro

w
d

—
p

o
lite, affectio

n
ate, n

eith
er ex

u
ltan

t n
o

r 
b
o
istero

u
s, p

o
lite b

u
t o

b
v
io

u
sly

 h
ap

p
y
 an

d
 

aw
ed

 b
y

 th
e P

resid
en

t an
d

 th
e b

eau
ty

 o
f 

his w
ife. 

Ju
st b

efo
re th

e p
ro

cessio
n
 tu

rn
ed

 o
n
to

 
M

ain
 S

treet, M
rs. Jo

h
n

 C
o

n
n

ally
, w

ife o
f 

the governor of T
exas, turned to the radiant 

M
rs. K

ennedy and rem
arked, "Y

O
u can't say 

y
o
u
 h

av
en

't b
een

 g
iv

en
 a ro

y
al recep

tio
n
 in

 
D

allas." 
T

h
e w

o
m

en
 sat b

esid
e th

eir h
u
sb

an
d
s. 

P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as o
n
 th

e ex
trem

e 
rig

h
t in

 th
e rear seat. T

h
e C

o
n
n
ally

s w
ere 

in
 ju

m
p

 seats in
 fro

n
t o

f th
e K

en
n

ed
y

s. 
T

h
e cars crep

t ev
en

 m
o
re slo

w
ly

 alo
n
g
 

th
e city

's b
u

siest street. P
o

litical ad
v

isers, 
w

ith ears tuned to public reaction, had been. 
criticized in S

an A
ntonio T

hursday because 
am

ateu
r p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

ers o
b

tain
ed

 "b
lu

rred
 

pictures.": T
oday w

ould be different. 
.T

he 
m

o
to

rcad
e w

as o
n

 sch
ed

u
le. A

t 
exactly 12:30 p.m

., D
allas tim

e, the P
resident 

and
-  th

e F
irst L

ad
y
 w

o
u
ld

 step
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e 
d

o
o

rs o
f th

e
 T

ra
d

e
 M

a
rt to

 a
 sta

n
d

in
g

 
ovation. 

A
t the T

rade M
art, the P

resident planned 
to

 d
eliv

er a b
rief sp

eech
. F

ro
m

 D
allas th

e 
p

resid
en

tial p
arty

 w
o

u
ld

 
fly to

 A
u

stin
 fo

r 
th

e m
ain

 recep
tio

n
 F

rid
ay

 n
ig

h
t, a $

1
0
0
-a-

p
late fu

n
d

 raisin
g

 affair. In
 th

e b
rief D

allas 
sp

eech
, th

e P
resid

en
t p

lan
n

ed
 to

 criticize 
his ultra-conservative critics. 

A
s th

e cars b
eg

an
 th

eir jo
u

rn
ey

 d
o

w
n

 
M

ain S
treet to the S

tem
m

ons F
reew

ay, they 

•
 

••• 	
••■• 	

•••• 	
m

- on m
a
 ....A

.-
 	

r
d

 
•••■ 

-1
r 	

6
,./

■
•
•
•
-
.
 	

•••••w
. 

 



ti 

(C
o

u
rte

s
y
 o

f L
ife

 M
a

g
a

z
in

e
. C

o
p

y
rig

h
t 1

9
6

3
, T

im
e

, In
c
.. A

ll R
ig

h
ts

 R
e

s
e

rv
e

d
) 

p
assed

 th
e d

rab
, w

eath
er-b

eaten
 six

-sto
ry

 
b
u
ild

in
g
 th

at h
o
u
sed

 th
e T

eX
as S

ch
o
o
l B

o
o
k
 

D
ep

o
sito

ry
, a p

riv
ately

 o
w

n
ed

 firm
 th

at w
as 

a d
istrib

u
tio

n
 cen

ter fo
r b

o
o
k
s b

o
u
g
h
t fro

m
 

n
atio

n
al p

u
b
lish

ers b
y
 th

e S
tate o

f T
ex

as. 

A
s th

e P
resid

en
t p

assed
, w

o
rk

ers in
ter-

ru
p

ted
 th

eir lu
n

ch
 b

reak
 to

 w
av

e o
r w

atch
 

fro
m

 ev
ery

 flo
o
r ex

cep
t th

e six
th

. T
h
at flo

o
r 

w
a
s u

se
d
 o

n
ly

 fo
r sto

ra
g
e
, its w

in
d
o
w

s 
v
acan

t. 

It w
as ex

actly
 1

2
:2

9
 p

.m
. 

S
U

D
D

E
N

L
Y

, a rifle sh
o

t ech
o

ed
 flatly

 
o

v
er th

e traffic n
o

ise, an
d

 th
e P

resid
en

t o
f 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates jerk

ed
 co

n
v

u
lsiv

ely
 as a 

b
u

llet to
re th

ro
u

g
h

 h
is n

eck
. 

A
s h

e
 slu

m
p

e
d

 in
 h

is se
a
t, h

is w
ife

 
w

atch
ed

 in
 d

isb
elief an

d
 h

o
rro

r, 
"O

h
, m

y
 G

o
d

. T
h

ey
 k

illed
 m

y
 h

u
sb

an
d

. 
Jack

 . . . Jack
," sh

e cried
. 

-G
o

v
e

r
n

o
r
 
C

o
n
n
ally

 tu
rn

ed
 to

 see w
h
at 

u_  
	 . . _   
	

_  

h
ad

 h
ap

p
en

ed
, an

d
 w

as slam
m

ed
 sid

ew
ay

s 
b

y
 a seco

n
d

 b
u

llet. 
A

 th
ird

 sh
o

t ran
g

 o
u

t, an
d

 th
e slu

g
 to

re 
in

to
 th

e P
resid

en
t's h

ead
. 

M
rs. K

e
n
n
e
d
y
, h

e
r m

in
d
 n

u
m

b
 w

ith
 

h
o

rro
r, reacted

 b
lin

d
ly

. S
h

e lu
n

g
ed

 o
v

er th
e 

rear o
f th

e car to
w

ard
 th

e S
ecret S

erv
ice 

m
an

 w
h
o
 ju

m
p
ed

 fro
m

 th
e car b

eh
in

d
. S

h
e 

w
as pitiously calling for help. 

T
h

e ag
en

t leap
ed

 in
to

 th
e seat an

d
 p

laced
 

h
is b

o
d
y
 o

v
er th

at o
f h

is ch
ief as a h

u
m

an
 

sh
ield

 ag
ain

st m
o
re b

u
llets fro

m
 th

e still 
b

id
d

en
 assassin

. 
T

h
e car slo

w
ed

 m
o
m

en
tarily

, seem
ed

 to
 

v
e
e
r slig

h
tly

. A
n

d
 th

e
n

 it sp
e
d

 fro
m

 th
e
 

scen
e in

 a d
esp

erate race ag
ain

st d
eath

 to
 

P
ark

lan
d

 H
o

sp
ital ex

actly
 3

1
/4

 m
iles aw

ay
. 

T
H

R
O

U
G

H
O

U
T

 th
e n

in
e-m

in
u
te d

riv
e, 

M
rs. K

en
n
ed

y
 crad

led
 th

e sh
attered

, b
lo

o
d
-

stain
ed

 h
ead

 o
f h

er h
u
sb

an
d
 in

 h
er arm

s. 
H

is fo
o

t h
u

n
g

 g
ro

tesq
u

ely
 o

v
er th

e sid
e o

f  

th
e car. O

n
 th

e flo
o
r w

as th
e b

o
u
q
u
et o

f red
 

• 
roses. 

A
t 1

2
:3

9
 p

.m
. th

e lim
o
u
sin

e sk
id

d
ed

 to
 a 

halt o
u
tsid

e th
e em

erg
en

cy
 ro

o
m

 en
tran

ce 
o

f th
e
 c

ity
's n

e
w

e
st -a

n
d

 b
e
st-e

q
u

ip
p

e
d

 
h
o
sp

ita
l. T

h
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t w

a
s ta

k
e
n
 o

n
 a

 
stretch

er to
 th

e em
erg

en
cy

 ro
o

m
. D

o
cto

rs 
an

d
 su

rg
eo

n
s w

ere su
m

m
o

n
ed

. T
h

ey
 raced

 
in

to
 th

e ro
o
m

 an
d
 fo

u
g
h
t to

 sav
e a life. 

B
u

t, a
s a

 su
rg

e
o

n
 sa

id
 la

te
r, th

e
 fig

h
t 

w
as h

o
p
eless. "F

o
r all p

ractical p
u
rp

o
ses 

h
e w

as d
ead

 w
h
en

 th
e b

u
llets stru

ck
. E

ith
er 

w
o

u
n

d
 w

as leth
al." 

"W
e n

ev
er h

ad
 an

y
 h

o
p
e o

f sav
in

g
 h

is 
life," said

 b
fain

 sp
ecialist D

r. K
em

p
 C

lark
. 

T
h
e rifle b

u
llet th

at stru
ck

 th
e P

resid
en

t's 
h

ead
 d

estro
y

ed
 m

o
st o

f th
e tissu

e in
 a larg

e 
area. 

O
n
e o

f th
e b

u
llets stru

ck
 P

resid
en

t K
en

-
n
ed

y
 in

 th
e th

ro
at at th

e ap
p
ro

x
im

ate lev
el 



. , 	
. 

S
U

M
 place ner 1111SD

arIC
FS CaSK

Ct in
 an

 

am
bulance at A

ndrew
s A

ir F
orce B

ase 
-in W

ashington, D
.C

. 

of a necktie knot. It ranged dow
nw

ards into 
h
is b

o
d
y
 an

d
 d

id
n
't em

erg
e. T

h
e seco

n
d
 

sm
ash

ed
 in

to
 th

e rig
h
t rear o

f h
is h

ead
 an

d
 

w
as th

e m
o
re leth

al o
f th

e tw
o
 w

o
u
n
d
s, 

alth
o
u
g
h
 eith

er co
u
ld

 h
av

e b
ean

 fatal. 
T

he bullet that struck the P
resident's head 

ap
p
aren

tly
 w

as reco
v
ered

 at th
e h

o
sp

ital. 
A

s th
e su

rg
eo

n
s ap

p
lied

 o
x
y
g
en

 an
d
 

b
lo

o
d
 tran

sfu
sio

n
s in

 th
eir d

esp
erate stru

g
-

g
le, M

rs. K
en

n
ed

y
 slip

p
ed

 u
n
n
o
ticed

 in
to

 
th

e em
erg

en
cy

 ro
o
m

. "S
h
e w

as stru
g
g
lin

g
 

ag
ain

st h
y
steria, b

u
t sh

e sh
o
w

ed
 h

er b
reed

-
in

g
," said

 a n
ew

sm
an

. 
G

ov. C
onnally, near death from

 a gaping 
w

ound in- his chest, a broken right w
rist and 

a w
ound in his left leg, w

as taken to surgery 
after em

ergency room
 treatm

ent. 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t w
as n

o
t, and th

at w
as an

 
u
n
sp

o
k
en

 an
n
o
u
n
cem

en
t o

f d
eath

 to
 th

e 
reporters w

aiting outside. 

A
T

 12:58 P
.M

., tw
o C

atholic priests w
ere 

su
m

m
o
n
ed

. O
n
e o

f th
em

 traced
, w

ith
 h

o
ly

 
o
il, th

e sig
n
 o

f th
e cro

ss o
n
 th

e P
resid

en
t's 

fo
reh

ead
 an

d
 in

to
n
ed

 th
e last rites. 

"I issu
ed

 th
e sacram

en
ts co

n
d
itio

n
ally

," 
said the R

ev. O
scar H

uber, C
.M

. "W
e do this 

w
hen w

e don't know
 if the person is actually 

dead," the priest explained to new
sm

en w
ait-

ing outside. 
A

 S
ecret S

erv
ice ag

en
t lean

ed
 ag

ain
st 

th
e b

lo
o
d
stain

ed
 sid

e o
f th

e P
resid

en
tial  

lim
ousine and m

ethodically, deliberately, re-
p
eated

ly
 stru

ck
 h

is h
ead

 ag
ain

st th
e u

n
-

giving m
etal. "N

o! N
o! N

o!" he m
oaned. H

e 
ex

p
ressed

 th
e feelin

g
s o

f th
e p

ress co
rp

s 
fla

sh
in

g
 e

a
c
h
 n

e
w

 d
e
v
e
lo

p
m

e
n
t to

 th
e
 

stunned w
orld. 

A
t 1:33 p.m

. cam
e the form

al announce-
m

ent that plunged the w
orld into m

ourning: 
"P

resident John F
. K

ennedy died at approxi-
m

ately
 1

 p
.m

. C
en

tral S
tan

d
ard

 T
im

e, h
ere 

in
 D

allas. H
e d

ied
 o

f a g
u
n
sh

o
t w

o
u
n
d
 in

 
th

e b
rain

." 

T
h
e m

an
 w

h
o
 h

ad
 h

eld
 th

e h
o
p
es an

d
 

fate o
f a n

atio
n
 in

 h
is h

an
d
 fo

r n
earry

 th
ree 

y
ears d

ied
 in

 a few
 seco

n
d
s w

ith
 th

at h
an

d
 

clasp
ed

 tig
h
tly

 b
y
 h

is w
ife. 

L
yndon B

. Johnson, a native T
exan and 

n
o
w

 P
resid

en
t o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates, stro

d
e 

solem
nly from

 the hospital. H
e stepped into 

the lim
ousine that had taken him

 a few
 cars 

b
eh

in
d
 th

e p
resid

en
tial car th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e 
p
arad

e, an
d
 d

ro
v
e slo

w
ly

 an
d
 q

u
ietly

 fro
m

 
th

e h
o
sp

ital. 
A

t 2
:0

8
 p

.m
. a 

h
earse sto

p
p
ed

 silen
tly

 
a
t th

e
 h

o
sp

ita
l. A

 c
a
sk

e
t w

a
s w

h
e
e
le

d
 

in
sid

e, an
d
 retu

rn
ed

 m
o
m

en
ts later b

earin
g
 

the body of John F
. K

ennedy. M
rs. K

ennedy 
fo

llo
w

ed
, su

rro
u
n
d
ed

 b
y
 a sh

ield
 o

f p
o
lice, 

an
d
 th

e h
earse d

ep
arted

. 
B

efo
re th

e lid
 o

f th
e cask

et w
as clo

sed
 

in
 th

e h
o
sp

ital, M
rs. K

en
n
ed

y
 rem

o
v
ed

 th
e 

em
erald and diam

ond ring from
 her w

edding  

finger, placed it on the hand of her. husband, 
and kissed him

 gently. 

A
T

 L
O

V
E

 F
IE

L
D

, the presidential plane 
—

A
ir F

orce O
ne—

w
as being readied. L

yn-
don Johnson stepped aboard. A

 few
 m

inutes 
after th

e P
resid

en
t's b

o
d
y
 w

as tak
en

 fro
m

 
th

e h
o
sp

ital, M
rs. K

en
n
ed

y
 b

o
ard

ed
. th

e 
plane. 

H
er sto

ck
in

g
s an

d
 d

ress w
ere b

lo
o
d
-

sm
eared

, S
h
e d

isap
p
eared

 b
riefly

 to
 co

m
-

pose herself. -  

F
ederal Judge S

arah T
. H

ughes of D
allas 

w
as su

m
m

o
n
ed

, an
d
 in

 th
e cro

w
d
ed

 cab
in

 
of the big airplane, L

yndon B
. Johnson took 

th
e o

ath
 o

f o
ffice an

d
, at 2

:3
8
 p

.m
., tw

o
 

m
in

u
tes .after h

e raised
 h

is rig
h
t h

an
d
, 

fo
rm

ally
 b

ecam
e th

e 3
6
th

 P
resid

en
t o

f th
e 

U
nited S

tates. 
A

t th
e sam

e m
o
m

en
t, -th

e b
o
d
y
 o

f Jo
h
n
 

F
. K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as p
laced

 ab
o
ard

 silen
tly

 b
y
 

S
ecret S

ervice agents. 
A

t 2:47 p.m
., A

ir F
orce O

ne w
as airborne. 

It ro
se to

 4
1
,0

0
0
 feet, circled

 th
e city

 o
n
ce 

an
d
 w

in
g
ed

 n
o
rth

east to
w

ard
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
. 

M
rs. L

ad
y
 B

ird
 Jo

h
n
so

n
, th

e n
atio

n
's 

n
ew

 F
irst L

ad
y
, telep

h
o
n
ed

 fro
m

 th
e air-

b
o
rn

e p
resid

en
tial su

ite to
 M

rs. R
o
se K

en
-

n
ed

y
, th

e w
o
m

an
 w

h
o
 h

ad
 ju

st lo
st h

er 
seco

n
d
 so

n
 in

 . service of his country. 
M

rs. Jo
h
n
so

n
 ex

p
ressed

 th
e g

rief o
f th

e 
w

o
rld

 in
 h

er w
o
rd

s: "W
e feel lik

e th
e h

eart 
h
as b

een
 cu

t o
u
t o

f u
s." 



. F
rid

ay
, N

o
v

. 2
2

, 1
9

6
3

, w
as ju

st an
o

th
er 

w
ork day for the m

en em
ployed in the T

exas 
S

chool B
ook D

epository, in D
allas. N

orm
al, 

except for one: L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald. 
In less than five seconds, he started a train 

of events that shook the nation, that echoed 
throughout the w

orld and brought about his 
ow

n death. 
A

t 8
 a.m

. h
e rep

o
rted

 fo
r w

o
rk

 o
n

 a jo
b

 
he had held since O

ct. 15, three days before 
.his 24th birthday. H

e arrived from
 Irving, a 

tow
n of 45,000 w

est of D
allas. T

here he had 
sp

en
t th

e n
ig

h
t w

ith
 h

is R
u

ssian
-b

o
rn

 w
ife, 

. M
arina, and their tw

o daughters, the young-
er o

f w
h
o
m

 w
as b

o
rn

 O
ct. 2

0
, 1

9
6
3
, in

 
P

arkland M
em

orial H
ospital, D

allas. 
O

sw
ald

 ro
d

e to
 w

o
rk

 w
ith

 a n
eig

h
b

o
r. 

T
h
e n

eig
h

b
o

r later said
 O

sw
ald

 carried
 a 

p
ack

ag
e. "C

u
rtain

 ro
d

s," h
e to

ld
 th

e n
eig

h
-

bor. "A
 rifle," police said later. 

B
E

L
O

W
 T

H
E

 S
IX

-S
T

O
R

Y
 p

riv
ately

-
o
w

n
ed

 sch
o
o
l b

o
o
k

 w
areh

o
u
se, cro

w
d
s b

e-
g

an
 to

 g
ath

er o
n

 th
e law

n
 slo

p
in

g
 to

w
ard

 
M

ain
 S

treet. W
in

d
o
w

s in
 th

e so
u
th

 sid
e o

f 
the building overlook w

here M
ain, E

lm
 and 

C
o
m

m
erce S

treets flo
w

 in
to

 th
e T

rip
le U

n
-

d
erp

ass an
d

 th
en

 th
e S

tem
m

o
n

s F
reew

ay
. 

A
t n

o
o
n
, th

e w
o
rk

ers to
o
k
 a b

reak
 an

d
 

L
ee H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 m

ad
e h

is w
ay

 to
 th

e 
sixth floor, a section seldom

 used. H
e chose 

h
is w

in
d
o
w

 w
ith

 care an
d
 assem

b
led

 w
ith

 
care h

is Italian
-m

ad
e, b

o
lt-actio

n
 rifle. 

O
sw

ald
 w

as n
o
t m

issed
 b

y
 h

is fello
w

 
w

o
rk

ers. E
v

en
 as a ch

ild
 in

 n
earb

y
 F

o
rt 

W
o
rth

 h
e h

ad
 b

een
 a "lo

n
er." T

h
e sam

e tag
 

w
as applied to him

 during his 31/2-year hitch 
in

 th
e U

.S
. M

arin
e C

o
rp

s, an
 en

listm
en

t 
m

arked by tw
o courts-m

artial and ended by 
an undesirable discharge from

 the R
eserves. 

A
s th

e first car p
assed

, O
sw

ald
 rested

 

th
e rifle o

n
 th

e w
in

d
o

w
 sill an

d
 tw

o
 crates 

an
d
 to

o
k
 carefu

l aim
 th

ro
u
g
h
 a fo

u
r-p

o
w

er 
- telesco

p
e sig

h
t m

o
u
n
ted

 o
n
 th

e rifle. T
h
e 

.range: about 125 yards; the w
ind w

as negli-

gible, the target on a direct line m
oving aw

ay 
from

 him
. B

ut the occupants of the first car, 
• all p

o
licem

en
 an

d
 secret serv

ice ag
en

ts, 
- p

assed
 u

n
h
arm

ed
. 

T
H

E
 S

E
C

O
N

D
 C

A
R

 m
oved along M

ain 
an

d
_

in
to

 th
e v

iew
 o

f th
e sco

p
e. In

 th
e rear 

seat w
ere a sm

iling John F
. K

ennedy and his 
w

ife. A
h
ead

 o
f th

em
 in

 th
e lim

o
u
sin

e's 
ju

m
p
 seats w

ere G
o
v
. Jo

h
n
 C

o
n
n
ally

 o
f 

T
exas and M

rS
. C

onnally. 
O

sw
ald inhaled deeply, exhaled slightly 

an
d
 m

ad
e a stead

y
 sq

u
eeze o

n
 th

e trig
g
er, 

fo
llo

w
in

g
 th

e b
asic fu

n
d

am
en

tals o
f rifle 

m
arksm

anship. 	
_ 	

_ 
T

he P
resident jerked. A

 second shot, G
ov. 

C
o

n
n

ally
 sp

u
n

 aro
u

n
d

. A
 th

ird
 sh

O
t an

d
 

P
resident K

ennedy fell into the. arm
s 'of his . 

w
ife. 

L
ee H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
. discarded -h

is rifle 
b
etw

een
 tw

o
 b

o
o
k
 stack

s an
d
 jo

in
ed

 th
e 

o
th

er w
o

rk
ers o

n
 th

e lo
w

er flo
o

rs. S
eco

n
d

s 
later a p

o
licem

an
, co

ck
ed

 rev
o

lv
er in

 h
an

d
, 

grabbed him
 by the arm

. T
he policem

an w
as 

search
in

g
 fo

r th
e P

resid
en

t's assailan
t. 

"N
o
, h

e w
o
rk

s h
ere," th

e firm
's su

p
erin

-
ten

d
en

t said
 o

f O
sw

ald
. A

n
d

 th
e p

o
licem

an
 

released
 h

is g
rasp

. 
O

sw
ald

 th
en

 m
o

v
ed

 in
to

 th
e cro

w
d

 o
f 

h
o
rrified

, terrified
 w

itn
esses an

d
 m

ad
e h

is 
w

ay
 to

 a b
u

s sto
p

 o
n

 H
o

u
sto

n
 S

treet. T
h

ere 
he boarded the bus w

hile sirens scream
ed. 

"T
h
e P

resid
en

t's b
een

 sh
o
t," h

e to
ld

 a 
w

om
an passenger: A

nd he laughed aloud as 
he said it, the w

om
an related. 

T
W

O
 M

IL
E

S
 fro

m
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 

scene, he left the bus and hurried to the O
ak 

C
liff area b

o
ard

in
g
 h

o
u
se ro

o
m

 h
e' h

ad
ren

ted
 o

n
 O

ct. 1
4
 an

d
 w

h
ere h

e sp
en

t m
o
st  

w
eek

 n
ig

h
ts. H

e ch
an

g
ed

 clo
th

es an
 

quickly. 
A

t 1 p.m
., w

hen the book firm
 erni 

returned from
 lunch, O

sw
ald w

as O
D

 
H

is arrest w
as o

rd
ered

, an
d

 h
is co

 
tio

n
 b

ro
ad

cast o
n
 th

e p
o
lice rad

io
. (I 

5 foot, 10-inch, 160-pounder, w
as not 

spicuous person. 
B

u
t at T

en
th

 S
t. an

d
 P

atto
n
, 1

0
 1

 
fro

m
 h

is ro
o
m

, h
e cau

g
h
t th

e ey
e o

f 
patrolm

an J. D
. T

ippit, 39, a father of 
w

ith 11 years on the force. 
O

fficer T
ippit stopped his patrol Q-

sum
m

oned O
sw

ald, w
ho w

as w
alking 

the sidew
alk. N

o one heard the conven 
b

u
t a w

o
m

an
 said

 O
sw

ald
 w

alk
ed

 1
 

car an
d

 th
e o

fficer g
o

t o
u

t. 
S

u
d
d
en

ly
 O

sw
ald

 p
ro

d
u
ced

 a 3
8
-c 

snub-nose revolver: T
hr 	

ots rang o' 
T

ippit fell dead.C
lt_w

as 1:18 
T

H
E

 K
IL

L
E

R
 looked rt -the offi'cer's 
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L
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R
R
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E
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2
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9
 P

M
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D
IE

D
 1

:0
0
 1
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M

. 

D
O

W
N
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O

W
N

 
D

A
L

L
A

S
 

TO
 

T
R
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M

A
R
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R

 K
L

A
N

 D
 

M
E

M
O

R
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L
 

H
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S
P
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A

L
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S
 

T
E

X
A

S
 

S
C

H
O

O
L

 B
O

O
K

 
D

E
P
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R
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1
2
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9
 P

M
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P
R

E
S
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E

N
T

/ 
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1
 	

C
A

M
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:„.tc

-F,, g
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o 5 W
A

 LID
 

O
 	

\
N

  

T
R

IP
L
E

 
C

. 	
\. S

H
O

T
 

D
A

L
L

A
S

 
,
 

U
N

D
E

R
P

A
S

S
 

—8
 
M

O
R

N
IN

G
 

N
E

W
S

 

R
U

 B
Y

 'S
 

C
A

R
O

U
S

E
L

 

C
L

U
 

O
p
 

2
 M

IL
E

S
 

/
4

°
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CITY 
T, A

 \H
A

L
L
 

7
 

"1
 rp

ro
'e

s
 

141%
10S

 

p
o
lic

e
 N

.0(417177 .., 
turned, ran a few

 steps then stopped and re-
loaded his revolver. 

A
 clerk in a nearby shoe-  store, outraged 

by the assassination and alerted by the pistol 
shots, follow

ed O
sw

ald to the T
exas T

heater 
four blocks aw

ay, and notified police. S
core: 

o
f p

o
licem

en
 arriv

ed
 q

u
ick

ly
 an

d
 fo

u
r 0

1
 

th
em

 search
ed

 th
e th

eater. It w
qt 2:05 p

in
 

T
hey spotted O

sw
ald, w

ho 'pointed' h
i: 

pistol at the head of an onrushing officer anc 
pulled the trigger. T

he w
eapon m

isfired. O
s. 

w
ald w

as grabbed, then dragged, scream
ing 

an
d
 cu

rsin
g
, fro

m
 th

e th
eater, 

"I protest this police brutality," he yellec 
at onlookers. 

A
t p

o
lice h

ead
q
u
arters, d

etectiv
es an

c 
federal agents began an intensive interroga 
tion. O

ther officers hurried to his $8-a w
eel 

room
. 	

• 
T

he evidence quicidy m
ounted: his pain 

print on the rifle, his signature that identifies 
him

 as purchaser, eight m
onths earlier, of 

6
.5

 m
illim

eter C
arcan

o
 rifle an

d
 sco

p
e fo

 
$20.28-  fro

m
 a m

ail o
rd

er h
o
u
se, p

h
o
to

s o
 

h
im

 h
o
ld

in
g
 a sim

ilar rifle, p
araffin

 test; 
rev

ealin
g
 h

e h
ad

 recen
tly

 fired
 a g

u
n
, h

i 
p
resen

ce in
 th

e b
u
ild

in
g
 . . . an

d
 an

 ey
ew

it 
ness to T

ippit's death. 	
- 	

• 
(O

th
er in

fo
rm

atio
n
 p

o
u
red

 in
to

 p
o
lio

 
headquarters from

 M
exico C

ity. O
n S

ept. 21 
O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 v
isited

 th
e C

u
b
an

 co
n
su

late it 
M

exico C
ity and on the next day the R

ussia 
co

n
su

late th
ere_

 O
n
 b

o
th

 o
ccasio

n
s h

e h
a

■ 

so
u
g
h
t v

isas to
 R

u
ssia an

d
 b

o
th

 tim
es lei 

in
 a rag

e b
ecau

se o
f th

e d
elay

s. 
(O

sw
ald

 d
id

 n
o
t retu

rn
 to

 th
e U

n
ite, 

S
tates until O

ct. 3.) 
T

h
ro

u
g
h
 it all, O

sw
ald

 rem
ain

ed
 arrc 

gant, defiant, unyielding. 

r A
T

 6:05 P
.M

. D
allas hom

icide detective 
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T

IP
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K
I LLE 

S
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O
S

W
A

L
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 C
A

P
T

U
R
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U
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A
P

A
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T
M

E
N
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M
ap show

s location of significant tim
es,,ri  

places and events •w
hich took place dung 

three days in D
allas w

hich began 
w

ith the m
urder of a president and 

ended w
ith the m

urder of his assassin 
by a nightclub ow

ner. 

P
atrolm

an J. D
. T

ippit w
as the second 

m
an to die on that fatal F

riday in D
allas. 

O
sw

ald fired three shots at him
 w

hen the 
officer stopped him

 during the 
m

a
n

h
rin

t fa
r filo

 ..a
c
v
n

c
e

irt 

lizu
.zti tram

 a 
m

att o
rd

er h
o
u
se, p

h
o
to

s of 
h

im
 h

o
ld

in
g

 a _
sim

ilar rifle, p
araffin

 tests 
rev

ealin
g

 h
e h

ad
 recen

tly
 fired

 a g
u

n
, h

is 
presence in the building . . . and an eyew

it- 
ness to T

ippit's death. 	
• 

(O
th

er in
fo

rm
atio

n
 p

o
u

red
 in

to
 p

o
lice 

headquarters from
 M

exico C
ity. O

n S
ept. 26 

O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 v

isited
 th

e C
u

b
an

 co
n

su
late in

 
M

exico C
ity and on the next day the R

ussian 
co

n
su

late th
ere. O

n
 b

o
th

 o
ccasio

n
s h

e h
ad

 
so

u
g
h
t v

isas to
 R

u
ssia an

d
 b

o
th

 tim
es left 

in
 a rag

e b
ecau

se o
f th

e d
elay

s. 
(O

sw
ald

 d
id

 n
o
t retu

rn
 to

 th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates u
n

til O
ct. 3

.) 
T

h
ro

u
g
h
 it all, O

sw
ald

 rem
ain

ed
 arro

-
gant, defiant, unyielding. 

A
T

 6:05 P
.M

. D
allas hom

icide detectives 
an

n
o
u
n
ced

 O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 said

 h
e w

as in
n
o
-

cent. A
n hour later, he w

as form
ally charged 

w
ith T

ippit's m
urder. 	

_ 
O

sW
aT

irw
I

n
iose father died before he w

as 
b

o
rn

, sen
t fo

r h
is m

o
th

er in
 n

earb
y

 F
o

rt 
W

orth and accused police of beating him
. 

"I d
id

n
't sh

o
o

t an
y

o
n

e . . th
is is rid

icu
-

lo
u

s . ." h
e claim

ed
. 

A
t 11:50 p_m

., a form
al charge of m

urder 
o

f P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y

 W
as lo

d
g

ed
 ag

ain
st 

O
sw

ald. 
"T

h
is case is cin

ch
ed

," said
 C

ap
tain

 o
f 

H
om

icide W
ill F

ritz, w
ho headed the inves-

tigation. 
"I 

h
av

e sen
t m

en
 to

 th
e electric ch

air 
o
n
 ev

id
en

ce n
o
t as stro

n
g
 as w

h
at w

e n
o
w

 
h
av

e," said
 D

allas D
ist. A

tty
. H

en
ry

 W
ad

e. 
W

ith
 th

e filin
g
 o

f th
e seco

n
d
 ch

arg
e b

e-
fore a Justice of the P

eace, L
ee H

arvey O
s-

w
ald w

as taken from
 the interrogation room

 
to

 a jail cell o
n
 th

e fifth
 flo

o
r o

f D
allas 

P
olice H

eadquarters. A
ll other prisoners on 

th
at flo

o
r o

f th
e city

 jail w
ere rem

o
v
ed

. 

O
S

W
A

L
D

 H
A

D
 d

em
an

d
ed

 m
an

y
 o

th
er 

things. H
e once dem

anded that S
en. John G

. 
T

o
w

er, R
-T

ex
., u

se h
is in

flu
en

ce to
 retu

rn
 

O
sw

ald and his w
ife from

 R
ussia. T

his w
as 

in
 1

9
6
1
 w

h
en

 life in
 R

u
ssia h

ad
 so

u
red

. H
e 

had journeyed there in 1959 after the M
arine 

co
rp

s h
ad

 d
isch

arg
ed

 h
is at E

l T
o
ro

 A
ir 

B
ase. T

o
w

er refu
sed

 b
u
t th

e S
tate D

ep
art- 

6
 



_ 

This is the view from the window used by the assassin. Arrow 
to car at same position as the President's, a bout 75 yards dish 

Members of the slain Oswald's family sit beside his casket durir 
• Fort Worth. From left are wife, Marina, holding 22-month-old da 

his brother, Robert, and his mother, Marguerite, who cradles i 
5-week-old daughter, Rachel. 

• 

fered because of an undesirable discharge 
from the Marine Corps reserves. 

Saturday, as Oswald maintained his in-
nocence, Gov. Connally lay seriously wound-
ed in Parkland Memorial Hospital, a victim 
of the same sniper who killed the President. 

A lie detector test was offered but Os-
wald refused. 

As the day drew to a close, haggard Chief 
of Police Jesse Curry advised newsmen to 
be on hand about 10 a.m. Sunday for the 
transfer of Oswald to county jail, where 
more stringent security measures could be 
enforced. 

A threatening crowd of people had 
gathered outside Dallas City Hall Saturday 
night. All police reserves were summoned. 
At 2:15 a.m. Sunday, the FBI received an 
anonymous phone call. A voice said Oswald 
would be shot Sunday morning. The FBI re-
layed. the information to Dallas police. 

At 9 a.m. Sunday, scores of newsmen 
jammed into the tunnel basement of police 
headquarters. About 200 spectators milled 
around inside. 

At 11:19 a.m., police completed their 
checks of cars parked in the basement. An 
armored car, its engine idling, waited on the 
ramp, its blunt nose thrusting onto the side-
walk. An air conditioning unit prevented the 
bulky car from hacking farther into the 
basement. 

Television and press cameramen kept 
their eyes on the doorway. Suddenly Capt. 
Fritz appeared. Behind him walked Oswald;  
still with the arrogant smile, still defiant. His 
arms were grasped by two detectives. Others 
followed behind. The walls were lined by 
police with riot guns. The press was confined 
to an area about six feet away. 

At 11:21 a.m., a burly man wearing a 
brown suit and a gray fedora burst from the 
ranks of the assembled newsmen. He covered 
the distance in a heart beat, thrust a .38 cali-
ber revolver against the dark sweater of 
Oswald's left side and pulled the trigger. 

OSWALD CRUMPLED to the floor. 
Policemen pounced upon the gunman, 

wrenched the pistol from his hand. Others 
covered the writhing Oswald with their 
bodies. 

Jack Ruby, a Chicago born strip joint 
owner who boasted of his underworld con-
nections, struggled briefly as detectives 
fought for the pistol in .his right hand. He 
fired only the one shot. 

An ambulance quickly arrived. It sped to 
Parkland Memorial Hospital where doctors. 
found that the bullet had slashed the liver, 
the spleen, the kidney and the aorta of Lee 
Harvey Oswald. 

At 11:42 a.m. Oswald was wheeled into 
an operating room. At 1 p.m., his heart 
stopped beating. Doctors opened his chest 
and began heart massage. At 1:07 p.m., Lee 
Harvey Oswald died. 

He died in the same hospital where his 
younger daughter had been born and where, 
life had ebbed from the 35th President of the 
United States. He died maintaining his 
innocence. 



Jack
 R

u
b

en
stein

 is h
an

d
cu

ffed
 after h

is arrest as a m
u

rd
erer. 

w
as ab

so
lu

tely
 sh

ak
en

 . . h
e w

as g
reatly

 
concerned about M

rs. K
ennedy and her chil-

d
ren

 . . h
e w

as cry
in

g
,' h

is m
id

d
le-ag

ed
 

sister recalled. 
H

e p
laced

 o
th

er calls, to
o

, F
rid

ay
, an

d
 

m
in

io
n
s. r-ie

 T
n
o
u
g
n
t 

o
f h

im
s
e
lf a

s
 a

n
 a

v
e
n
g
e
r 

D
allas nightclub ow

ner Jack R
uby (born 

L
eo

n
 R

u
b
en

stein
), ate a leisu

rely
 b

reak
fast 

in m
id-m

orning on F
riday, N

ov. 22, 1963. 

A
fter b

reak
fast h

e d
iscu

ssed
 ad

v
ertisin

g
 

w
ith

 a n
ew

sp
ap

er salesm
an

. T
h

e b
u

sin
ess 

co
n
feren

ce at th
e n

ew
sp

ap
er w

as in
terru

p
t-

ed
 b

y
 rep

o
rts o

f th
e assassin

atio
n
 o

f th
e 

P
resid

en
t o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates. R

u
b

y
 w

as 
only five blocks aw

ay from
 the slaying site. 

H
e d

id
 n

o
t see th

e P
resid

en
t at an

y
 p

art 
of his tour of the city. 

T
he assassination stunned D

allas. P
eople 

w
alk

ed
 th

e streets silen
tly

, th
eir faces tig

h
t 

an
d
 d

raw
n
. A

fter th
e in

itial sh
o
ck

 th
e n

o
r-

m
al h

u
m

 o
f a b

u
sy

, p
ro

sp
ero

u
s, b

o
o

m
in

g
 

m
etropolis died to a w

hisper. 
R

uby, on this day in N
ovem

ber, had been 
a citizen of D

allas som
e 14 years.. H

e eam
e- to 

D
allas from

 C
hicago after W

orld W
ar II and 

b
ro

u
g

h
t w

itlih
im

 h
in

ts o
f a g

an
g

lan
d

 b
ack

-
ground. H

e called him
self the "S

m
iling C

ow
-

b
o
y
," w

h
en

 h
e first arriv

ed
 an

d
 stru

g
g
led

 
to

 m
a
k
e
 h

is m
a
rk

 in
 th

e
 e

n
te

rta
in

m
e
n
t 

business. 
• 

H
e q

u
ick

ly
 ch

an
g
ed

 h
is n

am
e fro

m
 R

u
-

b
en

stein
 to

 R
u

b
y

 an
d

 b
eg

an
 a p

ractice o
f 

m
eetin

g
 p

o
liceth

en
 an

d
 n

ew
sp

ap
erm

en
 fo

r 
business reasons. 

IN
 T

H
E

 F
E

V
E

R
IS

H
 activity F

riday at the 
n
ew

sp
ap

er, R
u
b
y
 rem

ain
ed

 q
u
iet u

n
til h

e 
overheard telephoned cancellations of new

s-
paper ads. T

hen he placed his ad -announcing 
closing of his tw

o clubs. 
R

u
b

y
 o

w
n

s an
d

 o
p

erates T
h

e V
eg

as 
R

o
o

m
, an

 after-h
o

u
rs d

an
ce clu

b
 in

 N
o

rth
 

D
allas, an

d
 th

e C
aro

u
sel, a strip

-tease clu
b
 

in
 th

e h
eart o

f th
e city

. T
h
e C

aro
u
sel is lo

-
cated

 o
n
ly

 a few
 b

lo
ck

s fro
m

 p
o
lice h

ead
-

q
u
arters an

d
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 R
u
b
y
, h

e k
n
ew

 
2

:8
0

 p
er cen

t o
f th

e m
en

 o
n

 th
e fo

rce." 
A

fter placing the ads, he called his sister, 
“L

iza
 

co
n

v
ey

ed
 th

e im
p

ressio
n

 h
e w

as u
tterly

 
heartsick over the death of the P

resident and 
its effect on M

rs. K
ennedy. 

B
u

t h
e w

en
t ab

o
u

t h
is b

u
sin

ess F
rid

ay
 

n
ig

h
t in

 th
e u

su
al m

an
n

er. 
W

hat kind of m
an w

as R
uby? 

"Jack
 is a v

ery
 em

o
tio

n
al m

an
," said

 a 
friend. 

"H
e'd

 g
iv

e y
o

u
 th

e sh
irt o

ff h
is b

ack
," 

said his room
m

ate. 
"H

e's a cautious chiseler," said a business 
acquaintance. 

I
'
A

 
e
tro

n
t fia

h
f n

, 
" rP

m
a
rle

P
rl a

 n
o

lie
P

trin
n

 

"H
e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't lic
k

 h
is lip

s," sa
id

 a
 

reporter. 
S

atu
rd

ay
, Jack

 R
u
b
y
 w

as seen
 in

 h
is 

usual haunts. A
n acquaintance from

 W
arsaw

 
c
h
a
tte

d
 w

ith
 h

im
 b

rie
fly

 a
n
d
 re

c
a
lle

d
, 

. "H
e gave the im

pression of a m
an w

ho had 
arrived at a decision and w

as trying to figure 
how

 to accom
plish it," said the P

ole. 

S
E

V
E

R
A

L
 T

IM
E

S
 R

u
b

y
 d

ro
v

e b
y

 th
e 

in
te

rse
c
tio

n
 o

f M
a
in

 a
n

d
 H

o
u

sto
n

 a
n

d
 

V
iew

ed the T
exas S

chool B
ook D

epository 
fro

m
 w

h
ich

 th
e h

id
d
en

 sn
ip

er fired
 th

ree 
rifle shots that killed P

resident John F
. K

en-
n

ed
y

 an
d

 serio
u

sly
 w

o
u

n
d

ed
 T

ex
as G

o
v

. 
John C

onnally Jr. 
"I planned to stop and put som

e flow
ers, 

but I never did," he rem
em

bered. 
H

e also read of the canture of L
ee H

arvey 



"... S
om

e 
H

e 

O
stualici ..." 

O
sw

ald
, 2

4
, th

e accu
sed

 assassin
 an

d
 m

u
r-

derer of .a D
allas..police officer. 

E
v
ery

 few
 m

in
u
tes h

e w
o
u
ld

 call h
is sis-

te
r. "I to

ld
 h

im
 n

o
t to

 w
o

rry
," sa

id
 M

rs. 
G

ra
n

t. "I to
ld

 h
im

 so
m

e
o

n
e
 w

o
u

ld
 k

ill 
O

sw
ald

. Jack
 w

as cry
in

g
 o

v
er th

e feelin
g
s o

f 
M

rs. K
ennedy." 

B
u

t S
atu

rd
ay

 n
ig

h
t h

e an
d

 h
is ro

o
m

m
ate 

G
eo

rg
e S

en
ato

r, 5
0
, scarcely

 d
iscu

ssed
 th

e 
e
v
e
n
ts o

f th
e
 tw

o
 d

a
y
s th

a
t h

a
d
 b

ro
u
g
h
t 

criticism
 an

d
 sco

rn
 u

p
o
n
 th

e p
eo

p
le o

f D
al- 

las. 	
• 

S
u
n
d
ay

 m
o
rn

in
g
, R

u
b
y
 left th

e $
1
2
5
-a-

m
o

n
th

 O
ak

 C
liff ap

artm
en

t lo
cated

 n
o

t to
o

 
far fro

m
 th

e $
8
-a-w

eek
 5

o
o
m

in
g
 h

o
u
se . in

 
w

h
ich

 O
sw

ald
 stay

ed
. 

H
e
 le

ft e
a
rlie

r th
a
n

 u
su

a
l: R

u
b

y
, b

y
 

n
atu

re o
f h

is b
u

sin
ess, w

as a late riser. H
e 

seld
o

m
 ap

p
eared

 in
 h

is ap
artm

en
t b

efo
re 2

 
a.m

. E
v
en

 w
h
en

 h
e w

asn
't at th

e clu
b
, R

u
b
y
 

to
u

red
 th

e n
ig

h
t sp

o
ts o

f th
e city

, u
su

ally
 

w
ith

 a b
eau

tifu
l y

o
u

n
g

 esco
rt. 

"H
e seem

s to
 Iik

e th
e g

irls o
n

ly
 in

 a b
u

si-
n
ess m

an
n
er," said

 a serv
ice-statio

n
 o

w
n
er 

w
h

o
 k

n
ew

 h
im

. R
u

b
y

 w
as a b

ach
elo

r an
d

 h
e 

w
as 5

2
 y

ears o
ld

, m
u

ch
 o

ld
er th

an
 th

e y
o

u
n

g
 

w
o
m

en
 h

e sq
u
ired

. "B
u
t h

e th
o
u
g
h
t it h

elp
ed

 
business." 

R
u

b
y

 left h
is ap

artm
en

t w
ith

 th
e rem

ark
 

to
 h

is ro
o

m
m

ate, "I'm
 tak

in
g

 S
h

eb
a fo

r a 
w

alk
." S

h
eb

a w
as h

is .fav
o
rite D

ach
sh

u
n
d
, 

o
n

e o
f fo

u
r h

e k
ep

t 

IN
S

T
E

A
D

 O
F

 A
 W

A
L

K
 th

ro
u

g
h

 n
earb

y
 

M
a
rsa

lis P
a
rk

, R
u
b

y
 d

ro
v
e
 to

 c
ity

 H
a
ll 

w
h

ere p
o

lice w
ere m

ain
tain

in
g

 a tig
h

t secu
ri-

ty
 w

atch
 o

v
er O

sw
ald

. In
 h

is b
elt, R

u
b
y
 car-

ried
 a .3

8
-calib

er p
o

lice rev
o

lv
er. S

ev
eral o

f 
h
is earlier b

ru
sh

es 
w

ith
 th

e
 la

w
 h

a
d
 e

o
n
- 

4 

: 

R
u

b
y

 w
aited

 u
n

til a p
o

licem
an

 o
n

 th
e 

sid
ew

alk
 en

tran
ce to

 th
e tu

n
n

el w
arn

ed
 a 

passing m
otorist to m

ove on. H
e then ducked 

in
to

 th
e cro

w
d
, g

rab
b
ed

 a h
eav

y
 telev

isio
n
 

e~am
e
ra

 a
n

d
 n

n
c
e
d

 a
c
 a

 m
em

ber of the w
ork  

b
lam

ed
 fo

r in
flictin

g
 m

isery
 u

p
o

n
 M

rs. Jac-
q

u
elin

e K
en

n
ed

y
, w

id
o

w
 o

f th
e 3

5
th

 P
resi-

dent of the U
nited S

tates. 

E
X

A
C

T
L

Y
 2

0
 M

IN
U

T
E

S
 after O

sw
alt 

R
u

b
en

stein
, k

n
o

w
n

 as R
u

b
y

 to
 m

o
st D

allasites, p
o

ses w
ith

 tw
o of his show

girls in 
fro

n
t o

f C
aro

u
sel clu

b
 sh

o
rtly

 b
efo

re w
in

n
 in

g
 fam

e as th
e m

u
rd

erer o
f th

e m
an

 w
h
o
 

assassin
ated

 th
e P

resid
en

t. 



 

• 

 
 

I
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

R
ubenstein, know

n as R
uby to m

ost D
allasi tes, poses w

ith tw
o of his show

girls in 
front of C

arousel club shortly before w
inning fam

e as the m
urderer of the m

an w
ho 

assassinated the P
resident. 

"H
e seem

s to like the girls only in a busi-
n
ess m

an
n
er," said

 a serv
ice-statio

n
 o

w
n
er 

w
ho knew

 him
. R

uby w
as a bachelor and he 

w
as 52 years old, m

uch older than the young 
w

om
en he squired. "B

ut he thought it helped 
business." 

R
uby left his apartm

ent w
ith the rem

ark 
to

 h
is ro

o
m

m
ate, "I'm

 tak
in

g
 S

h
eb

a fo
r a 

w
alk

." S
h
eb

a w
as h

is fav
o
rite D

ach
sh

u
n

d
, 

one of four he kept. 

IN
S

T
E

A
D

 O
F

 A
 W

A
L

K
 through nearby 

M
arsalis P

ark
, R

u
b
y
 d

ro
v
e to

 C
ity

.  H
all 

w
here police w

ere m
aintaining a tight securi-

ty w
atch over O

sw
ald. In his belt, R

uby car- 
ried a .38-caliber poll 	

evolver. S
everal of 

h
is earlier b

ru
sh

es w
ith

 th
e law

 h
ad

 co
n
-

cerned carrying a concealed w
eapon, but no 

convictions had appeared on his D
allas rec-

-
o
rd

. "In
 m

y
 b

u
sin

ess, I carry
 lo

ts o
f m

o
n
ey

 
so

m
etim

es. A
n
d
 th

is is a p
retty

 to
u
g
h
 p

art 
of tow

n," he once told a policem
an:—  

P
o

licem
en

 w
ere p

articu
lar frien

d
s o

f 
R

uby. "H
e doesn't know

 or care m
uch about 

p
o
litics," said

 a frien
d
. "H

e's o
n
 th

e p
o
lice 

kick." 
B

u
t sev

eral p
o
licem

en
 rem

ark
ed

 R
u
b
y
 

d
id

n
't n

eed
 a g

u
n
 to

 p
ro

tect h
im

self. "H
e 

co
u

ld
 k

n
o

ck
 y

o
u

 fo
r a ro

ll o
f p

in
s," said

 a 
serg

ean
t. In

 h
is b

ed
ro

o
m

, R
u
b
y
 ex

ercised
 

w
ith

 h
eav

y
 w

eig
h
ts to

 k
eep

 a so
lid

 2
0
0
 

pounds on his 5 foot, nine inch fram
e. 

R
u
b
y
, a

n
d
 m

illio
n
s o

f o
th

e
rs, k

n
e
w

 
O

sw
ald

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e tran

sferred
 fro

m
 city

 jail 
• to county jail, w

here m
ore stringent security 

co
u

ld
 b

e en
fo

rced
, at 1

0
 a.m

. S
u

n
d

ay
. T

h
e 

transfer had been announced S
aturday night 

L
- to

 th
e p

ress. 

S
H

O
R

T
L

Y
 B

E
F

O
R

E
 1

0
 a.m

. S
u

n
d
ay

, 
R

uby-appeared outside city hall. H
e w

as seen 
o

n
 th

e streets b
y

 m
o

re th
an

 o
n

e p
o

licem
an

 
an

d
 rep

o
rter. N

o
n
e p

aid
 h

im
 m

o
re th

an
 a 

casual glance. T
hey w

ere too busy. 
T

h
en

 th
e p

ress p
assed

 in
to

 th
e tu

n
n
el. 

R
eporters, photographers, television cam

era-
m

en
, rad

io
 m

en
 jo

stled
 fo

r p
o

sitio
n

 acro
ss 

fro
m

 h
eav

ily
 arm

ed
 p

o
lice assig

n
ed

 to
 p

ro
-

tect O
sw

ald
 fro

m
 th

e g
ro

w
in

g
 h

atred
 o

f a 
stricken populace. 

R
u
b

y
 w

aited
 u

n
til a p

o
licem

an
 o

n
 th

e 
sid

ew
alk

 en
tran

ce to
 th

e tu
n

n
el w

arn
ed

 a 
passing m

otorist to m
ove on. H

e then ducked 
in

to
 th

e cro
w

d
, g

rab
b

ed
 a h

eav
y

 telev
isio

n
 

cam
era and posed as a m

em
ber of the w

ork-
ing new

s people. 
T

h
e tu

n
n
el lead

s b
en

eath
 p

o
lice h

ead
-

q
u
arters an

d
 allo

w
s p

o
lice to

 d
riv

e th
eir 

p
atro

l cars fro
m

 sig
h
t o

f p
assersb

y
 b

efo
re 

u
n
lo

ad
in

g
 th

eir p
riso

n
ers. L

o
n
g
 B

each
 an

d
 

L
os A

ngeles have sim
ilar arrangem

ents. 
O

fficers acquainted w
ith R

uby said later 
if they had spotted him

 in the ranks of new
s-

m
en

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 ejected
 im

m
ed

i-
ately

. 

W
H

E
N

 O
S

W
A

L
D

 w
alk

ed
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e 
d
o
o
rw

ay
 flan

k
ed

 b
y
 tw

o
 d

etectiv
es o

n
 th

e 
first few

 steps of their 120-foot journey to a 
w

aiting arm
ored truck, R

uby acted. 
H

e burst from
 the ranks of the assem

bled 
press and lunged at the accused assassin. H

e 
held his right hand dow

n and behind his right 
leg

 in
 th

e m
an

n
er o

f a fo
o
tb

all q
u
arterb

ack
 

o
n

 a b
o

o
tleg

. S
u

d
d

en
ly

 h
is h

an
d

 flash
ed

 
upw

ards. In it w
as his revolver. 

R
uby jam

m
ed the m

uzzle against the ribs 
of O

sw
ald and pulled the trigger. 

T
h
e
 d

isc
h
a
rg

e
 m

a
d
e
 o

n
ly

 a
 m

u
ffle

d
 

sound. O
sw

ald slum
ped to the floor. 

"M
y G

od! O
sw

ald's been shot. H
e's been 

shot!" echoed through the tunnel. 
A

t least eig
h
t d

etectiv
es leap

ed
 u

p
o
n
 

R
u
b
y
 an

d
, after a b

itter stru
g
g
le, w

ren
ch

ed
 

th
e sm

o
k

in
g

 rev
o

lv
er fro

m
 h

is g
rasp

, an
d

 
hustled him

 into police headquarters. 
H

e fired only the single shot, but it took 
the life of L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald, the m

an R
uby  

blam
ed for inflicting m

isery upon M
rs. Jac-

queline K
ennedy, w

idow
 of the 35th P

resi-
dent of the U

nited S
tates. 

E
X

A
C

T
L

Y
 20 M

IN
U

T
E

S
 after O

sw
ald 

died in P
arkland M

em
orial H

ospital, P
olice 

C
hief Jesse C

urry announced a m
urder-w

ith-
m

alice co
m

p
lain

t h
ad

 b
een

 filed
 ag

ain
st 

R
u

b
y

. C
o

n
v

ictio
n

 co
u

ld
 m

ean
 d

eath
 in

 th
e 

electric ch
air. T

ex
as law

 allo
w

s th
e ju

ry
 to

 
affix punishm

ent and in such cases the lee-
w

ay is from
 death in the electric chair to not 

less than tw
o years in prison. 	

—
 —

.  

W
ith

in
 m

in
u
tes o

f R
u
b
y
's ex

ecu
tio

n
 o

f 
O

sw
ald before the eyes of m

illions w
atching 

telev
isio

n
, at least tw

o
 D

allas atto
rn

ey
s 

appeared to talk w
ith him

. 
"H

e d
id

n
't tell u

s an
y

th
in

g
," o

n
e o

f th
e 

atto
rn

ey
s to

ld
 th

e p
ress after th

e first b
rief 

m
eetin

g
. "H

e ju
st listen

ed
. H

e p
aid

 fo
r 

advice." 	
-
-
-
 

S
unday afternoon, police and federal off? -- 

cers in
v
estig

ated
 rep

o
rts th

at R
u
b
y
 an

d
 

O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 b

een
 acq

u
ain

ted
. R

u
b
y
 d

en
ied

 
the reports and claim

ed he had seen O
sw

ald 
fo

r th
e first tim

e o
n
 a telev

ised
 p

ress co
n
-

ference. 
_-• 

 
A

 few
 h

o
u
rs later, h

is atto
rn

ey
, T

o
m

 
H

o
w

ard
, p

rep
ared

 th
e g

ro
u
n
d
w

o
rk

 fo
r h

is 
d

efen
se. "H

e h
asn

't to
ld

 u
s m

u
ch

," said
 

H
o
w

ard
. "B

u
t if it w

ere m
e, I'd

 p
lead

 tem
-

porary insanity." 
A

s rep
o
rts p

ersisted
 th

at O
sw

ald
 w

as` 
seen

 in
 R

u
b
y
's V

eg
as C

lu
b
, D

allas p
o
lice 

tried
 to

 sq
u
elch

 th
e rep

o
rts w

ith
 statem

en
ts 

th
at in

 th
eir o

p
in

io
n
 O

sw
ald

 w
as th

e assas-
sin

, th
at h

e w
as w

ith
o

u
t co

n
fed

erates an
d

 
that he and R

uby w
ere not acquainted. 


